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Good Morning, it’s 1 o’clock I’m Suzan Dokolo 
The Headlines:

· Army investigation team consults with Shilluk community in Upper Nile 
· Agriculture Ministry blames premature Parliamentary suspension on poor coordination
· Yei municipality hit by fuel shortage 
A team sent from the army headquarters in Juba to investigate recent clashes in Malakal has met with SPLA General Johnson Olony and representatives of the Shilluk community.  

The meeting was held in Lelo, on the Western bank of the River Nile in Upper Nile state. 

Lt. Gen. Garang Mabeil, a member of the investigating team, noted efforts by Maj. Gen. Olony to bring peace since fighting broke out last week between his guards and soldiers assigned to the State Governor. Lt. Gen. Mabeil said there are individual elements working to sabotage the stability of the country. 

Lt. Gen. Mabeil: “When people died in Malakal, they died because of this country in the past. They were able to flee by cars to other places but they chose to die for this country. This country made your sons to die for it. In South Sudan, there are no women who did not lose a son or a husband but we are going to live in this country until we die, generation after generation to come. Why do civilians die here? These people are innocent. I do not want to see civilians being killed here.”

Maj. Gen. Johnson Olony on his part asked the national government to form an investigative committee to probe the incident.   

Maj. Gen. Olony: “People have been saying I rebelled. I did not rebel. I will be in the government and if the government wants to kill me, I will not rebel. When I rebelled earlier, I did not rebel from the SPLA because I spend my entire life in the SPLA. Some people joined the SPLA when it succeeded and now they are working with the government in Juba but for us who were fighting in the past, we said that is good – we will look for other jobs with those who will join us.”

During the meeting, the King of the Shilluk community, Kwongo Dak Padiet, made a specific call to youth, to live in harmony. The King has asked people seeking safety at the UN Protection of Civilian site to return to their homes.  

King Kwongo Dak Padiet: “I King Kwongo Dak Padiet came to Malakal to help in solving the problem of Malakal which is known by all, but in reality it was exaggerated. There is too much exaggerated in whatever was said. So many people went to the UNMISS camp. I am also asking those who are in the UNMISS camp that I King Kwongo Dak Padiet have spoken to both sides and we have come to know that Olony and his forces have nothing to do with rebellion, so everybody is asked to go to his place.”
Last week’s fighting between body guards of the State Governor and guards of Johnson Olony forced an influx of new arrivals of displaced people into the UNMISS base in Malakal. 

Meanwhile, youth in Upper Nile are concerned about the security situation in their state. 

This comes after sectional clashes in Akoka County a few weeks ago and latest fighting between SPLA soldiers and a section of soldiers of SPLA General Johnson Olony.  

Gatduar Wall Tourch, acting chairperson Upper Nile youth union says the state union is planning a reconciliation conference in an attempt to bring peace. Tourch condemns the recent clashes.  

Wall Tourch: “What is happening in Malakal, we really condemn and we strongly call on the government of the Republic of South Sudan, especially President Salva Kiir Mayardit, to see who is responsible for this and hold them accountable. But as youth we will not stop. Youth are the pillar of the country. We are still reorganizing ourselves in Juba and we will come up with a reconciliation conference.  We will be calling for our elders to come and hear our voices. We are crying for peace in our state. We don’t need more killing. We don’t need civilians to die – innocent civilians are dying everyday.”
The Ministry of Agriculture says it was a lack of coordination that caused a premature adjournment of the National Parliament on Tuesday.  

Proceedings were adjourned when the Minister failed to turn up to present a National Agriculture policy as scheduled. 

Acting Agriculture Minister, Martin Taku Moi says a letter notifying the house that the minister was in Ethiopia on official business arrived late. Moi says it was not deliberate. 

Martin Taku Moi: “We agree with them that there was lack of coordination. You all know there used to be the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs is the bridge or the coordinator. So this is the situation. The minister was not in the country and was not doing any other function. The minister was not deliberately absent or did not refuse to go to the parliament as required by the august house. The minister was simply just not in the country. Therefore on behalf of the ministry I categorically reject statements by individual members that the minister deliberately rejected or refuse to appear before the parliament.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Yei municipality in Central Equatoria is struggling with a fuel shortage that could affect the work of the county administration. 

Municipality Mayor Santo Paul Lasuba is appealing to the national government to avail hard currency to enable fuel dealers purchase more fuel.  Lasuba says the supplies they have will last only two days.  

Paul Lasuba: “I can tell you with all honesty that we don’t have diesel at the moment in the municipality of Yei. In fact we visited the fuel stations and we found empty tanks. This is the crisis. I can only ask the national ministry of Petroleum and Ministry to consider Yei in any quantity of fuel allocated to Juba because Yei is also one of the big cities near Juba.”

A new market monitoring system, linking farmers to markets will soon be extended to Central and Eastern Equatoria.  

The World Food Program launched the system in Western Equatoria last week, enabling farmers to track market prices and guide them on where to sell their produce.  

WFP Communication officer George Fominyen explains why the Equatoria region has been selected for the project.

George Fominyen: “The reason for now is, we work where local farmers produce surpluses, then they can be able to sell them so WFP is able to work with them by providing what we call an assured market so they know that they can be able to sell. So we are working in areas where there are surpluses at this moment, where there is lots of farming, lots of agriculture and these areas are like the breadbasket of South Sudan.  With them you will have farmers who will think about being traders on issues like that, and that’s why we are rolling out first in this part of South Sudan, but it is supposed to be expanded to the rest of the country.”
The World Food Program has trained staff from the Agriculture ministry to collect data and feed into the system. The farmers are then able to request and receive information on commodity prices through a website or via SMS messages on their phones.  

Authorities in Bor county of Jonglei State are calling on pastoralists who found their way into the Equatoria region to return to their places of origin.   

Farmers in the Equatoria region have complained that the roaming cattle are destroying their gardens.  

Most of the cows belong to nomadic herders who were displaced from their homes in Bor, with the onset of the crisis in December 2013.  

Radio Miraya’s Chaplain Nemaya is in Bor and now reports. 

Chaplain Nemaya: “It is coming to one month since President Salva Kiir issued an order directing for all nomadic pastoralists to leave Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria States. Two weeks ago a 20-man committee was set up to speak to communities and prepare them for the return of the pastoralists – urging for peaceful coexistence.  Bor County Commissioner Isaac Mamer Ruuk also encouraged farmers to clear their land and cultivate as rains start.”

Isaac Mamer: “We have talked to our people to start clearing their farms. The government of the state is going to distribute 60 tractors to the counties. Youth will remain with their cattle plus security that is going to be provided by the ministries of interior, defense and national security to escort those cattle where they are up to the last destination.”

It is estimated that 167,000 people who fled following the crisis have returned to Bor.  This number includes farmers and business people. 

The State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure, Director for Water and Sanitation Gabriel Gai is calling on the business community of Marol market in Bor town to cooperate with the local authorities to allow proper land demarcation and opening of the roads within the market.

Gabriel Gai: “In 2013, there was flooding here and the county administration brought some of the shops to that open area on a temporary basis. It was an open space for sitting, so some people sometimes argue why, where are you going to take us, but we are not going to demolish houses of individuals but we are telling them time is enough because we gave them during the time of flood.”

Authorities made a general call for communities who fled to return to Bor as the government gradually restructures facilities and services destroyed during the conflict.  I am Chaplain Nemaya, Radio Miraya News. 

The Warrap State Legislative Assembly has summoned the State Minister of Finance.  

The MPs want Andrea Aguer Ariik to clarify on the implementation of the state budget for the financial year 2014-2015. Among the queries is the usage of three million US dollars that was earmarked for fighting hunger in the state. Madot Dut Deng is the speaker of the state assembly.  

Dut Deng: “He is coming to explain the conditional transfer from various ministries – the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health – did this money reached the targeted areas or not? You know there are about six or eight points included. The three million because this a huge amount and it’s going to purchase dura to help the citizen, so this amount is very important. The Minister is supposed to come alone and explain to the parliament that the government of the Republic of South Sudan has allocated this amount for Warrap State to purchase dura for the people.”

In separate development, Warrap State Governor Nyandeng Malek Delice has relieved the State Minister of Education. Victor Atem Atem was dismissed from his post in a decree announced on Tuesday.

And in news elsewhere, the French Justice military is investigating reports that French UN peacekeepers sexually exploited children as young as nine in the Central African Republic. 

A UN spokesperson confirms that UN rights investigators conducted a probe last year following the "serious allegations" and says a senior UN official at the UN Human Rights office in Geneva has been suspended for leaking the report. The report gives detailed accounts of six children, aged eight to 15, who say they had to perform sexual favors for the French soldiers in exchange for food during the country’s civil unrest last year. 
To end the news, here are the headlines once again:
· Army investigation team consults with Shilluk community in Upper Nile 

· Agriculture Ministry blames premature Parliamentary suspension on poor coordination

· Yei municipality hit by fuel shortage 

That is the news. I am Suzan Dokolo. Stay tuned to Radio Miraya. 
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