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Good Afternoon its 1 o’clock; I am David Lukan. 
The Headlines

· Addis talks hit deadlock over power sharing arrangements. 

· Thousands displaced by floods in Unity State.
And 

· New school project targets more than 10-thousand children. 

The Government and the Opposition are yet to reach an agreement on ending the conflict. 
President Salva Kiir met with opposition leader Riek Machar on Wednesday and Thursday to discuss power sharing arrangements under a transitional government. 
Information Minister Michael Makuei says the meetings did not come up with anything tangible.  
Makuei says the three sticking issues regarding power sharing, and structures of the government and the national legislature have been referred to the IGAD envoys for their input.

Clip……………..Makuei 1
“The meeting which took place yesterday of course brainstormed and discussed issues of concern it talked about the structure of the transitional government of national unity it talked about the power sharing, it talked about the structure of the national legislature, the party could not make progress on these issues so it was presented  to the mediators and the mediators and the mediators reported to the IGAD and IGAD decided that we should wait to the documents that they will present to us probably by today so that we can respond to it by tomorrow”

Meanwhile, the opposition negotiating team has released a statement cautioning that any agreement imposed by the IGAD heads of state and government would not bring peace. 
The statement signed by chief negotiator Taban Deng Gai, says proposals to create parallel lines of succession would undermine the Arusha agreement signed last week.  
A meeting of Catholic Bishops in Juba is reiterating a message to political leaders to end the fighting.

The Bishops meeting in Juba, say the clashes must end before the warring sides talk about positions. 

John Ashworth, an advisor for Sudan and South Sudan Council of Churches, told Radio Miraya that leaders are not listening to what the church is saying.

Clip………………………Ashworth 2
“The problem seems to be that nobody is listening to what the church is saying. So one of the issues that the bishops are discussing this week, is how can we follow up on the statements which have been made. The last statement in September from the Catholic Bishops was a very very clear demand that the war must stop. You can carry on talking about political advantages about post and position while the fighting is still going on. The killing has to stop then is time to negotiate the detail of political future. So I think the bishops probably be repeating that message again. The first priority is for those killing to stop killing unconditionally. “ 
The three day Bishops conference ends on Friday. 
More than 50-thousand families have been displaced by floods in Mayom County, of Unity State. 
The flood waters were brought on by heavy rains which caused the Nam River to burst its banks.  
The most affected communities are in Buoth payam, where people have been left homeless and in need of urgent assistance.  
Buoth Payam Paramount Chief, George Tang Diu describes the situation as a ‘disaster’.  

Clip………………George Tang 3
“In this village called wathok, we were displaced by flood, the flood has displaced children and women, in this village there is no grazing land for our cattle, there is no food, if it is possible the government and NGOS can bring for us a food. We are suffering in this village we were displaced by war and the flood has displaced us too. For us we need drugs for animals and human drugs. We also need fishing equipment.

A team from the UN Mission and Humanitarian partners visited the area on Thursday to assess the security and humanitarian needs.
Land grabbing in Juba County is being conducted by a highly organized network, that’s according to the Juba County Commissioner. 
Speaking exclusively to Radio Miraya, Stephen Wani Michael revealed that there are groups of people posing as authorities demarcating land and using agents to look for buyers.  
Wani says the latest grab was in Radolo Payam where are a group grabbers took possession of land belonging to the University of Juba and opened roads and markets.

Clip………………………………Stephen Wani 4
“A group of people formed themselves then they started looking a place for them they feel the place is empty then they settled themselves and then within the group there are people who are sent to the town to tell the people that we have a land so that they get market from there they start collecting money from the people getting into demarcation on their own without the intention of the government whether it is in the level of payam or Juba county. As I speak now three days ago I went to Radolo payam this is where the extension of Juba University is located. I got so many people demarcating land, almost something like five bulldozers working, roads are opened they established market transporters are going there.”    

The commissioner says one of the solutions to grabbing would be to divide land equally among communities.
A new school project to provide quality basic education to more than 10-thousand children has been launched.  
The project will see the training of teachers and the establishment of 350 community girls’ schools in 4 states.  
60 percent of the targeted learners will be girls, aged between 8 and 11 years. 

The project is funded by the American government and implemented by BRAC, an International development organization based in Bangladesh. 
BRAC Programme Manager for Education, Khan Mohammad Ferbous says the program will run for the next 3 years.  

Clip………………..Khan Mohammad Ferbous 5
“This is a three year and four months programme and we are going to implement these 350 centres in four states: Central Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria, Western Equatoria and Lakes. We will recruit 350 female teachers for these schools. In our community girls schools there is one teacher and one classroom and with 30 students. Out of these 30 schools 60% should be girls. So we target 8 to 11 years old out of school children very poor and marginalized. 350 centers will be ready with 10,500 children.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Six staff of the World Food Program, who are being held in South Kordofan have been allowed to speak to their families.  
The six crew were flying in a UN-marked helicopter from Rumbek to Khartoum on Monday, when they made an ‘unexpected landing’ in South Kordofan. 
WFP communications officer George Fominyen says progress is being made to secure their release. 

Clip……………………… Fominyen 6
Sections of the media are reporting that the crew is being held by rebels of the SPLM-North, who have been fighting the Khartoum government since 2011.

The Western Barh el-Ghazal State legislative assembly has held an extraordinary session to vet the newly appointed cabinet.  
In a heated debate, a committee tasked with scrutinizing the names approved the appointment of 9 ministers but initially rejected the nomination of the Deputy Governor and the Finance Minister. 
They claim Zakaria Joseph Garang made public statements that were derogatory to the state, while Lillian Valentino was summoned as finance minister on three occasions last year and failed to turn up.  
The debate heated up and Police commissioner, Maj. Gen. Abraham Manyuat intervened to calm the situation. 

Clip………...….Abraham Manyuat 7 

“The situation of today I was not happy with it. I went and met the speaker and we agreed that he will write a certificate passing the Government. A letter will be written and take to him for signature to pass the Government. Because the situation in which there is no government will affect all”. 

Hon. James Giir, chairperson of the vetting Committee says the speaker eventually endorsed the cabinet for the sake of peace and security. 

Clip……...……….. James Giir 8
“We have come out of the sitting for passing the Government, arguments on the position of the minister of finance and Deputy Governor took a long time without reaching consensus to pass the Deputy Governor, and there were a lot of arguments in the proceedings. But for the sake of the citizens and security, the speaker decided that all the ministers, Deputy Governor including the rejected minister of finance is passed so that they are sworn-in to complete the Government”.

In regional news, UNICEF has launched its largest ever appeal to help people in countries directly affected by fighting. 
The UN Children’s Organization is asking for 3.1 billion US dollars, which is more than 1 billion dollars higher that the fund’s appeal last year.  
UNICEF aims to reach 62 million children at risk in 71 countries, including South Sudan.
Onto sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a wrapup
Clip……………………………………..Pawon’s report 9
**************************************

‘An inspector from the Confederation of African Football, CAF, has arrived in Juba to inspect sporting facilities.  Abas Sendiwa started his mission by visiting Juba stadium and will next visit Juba teaching Hospital, Juba Medical complex, Victoria Hospital and Kampala International Hospital. Sendiwa will also inspect various hotels to assess if they are up to standard.  His visit comes after the South Sudan football association requested to have Malakia FC play its home leg of the Africa Champions league in Juba.  

Onto other sporting activities, Eagle FC beat Abyei United 3-nil in a qualifier match at the Warrap freedom square. In the counties football tournament in Eastern Equatoria, Torit defeat Pageri county 3-nil, while St.  Luanga FC beat Rainbow 4 nil in Western Equatoria. In other games, Forward FC managed a 2-nil win over Young stars. In the ongoing women’s football tournament in Yei, Yei central FC beat Fly Sport 4- 1 and Rainbow won its match against City Stars 3-1. In the division one tournament, Abyei Merikh FC beat Nile Abtok 2-1. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News. 

And, Guinea has made it through to the quarter finals of the Africa Cup of Nations tournament after a draw saw them advance at the expense of Mali.

The Confederation of African Football conducted the draw after the Group D game ended in a 1 all draw on Wednesday.
The Guineans will now face Ghana in a quarter final encounter on Sunday.
An official from the Confederation of African Football says the regional football governing body is considering changing the system of elimination after the Guinea – Mali draw, drew criticism. 
There will be no matches today, with Quarter final games beginning tomorrow. 
Congo Brazaville and the DR Congo will meet at 7pm before Tunisia meet hosts Equatorial Guinea at 10:30pm local time.  

To end the news, here are the headlines once again.

· Addis talks hit deadlock over power sharing arrangements. 

· Thousands displaced by floods in Unity State.
And 

· New school project targets more than 10-thousand children. 

End of Radio Miraya news, I am David Lukan
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